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\ Happening Now! /
TPIEF runs an exchange program in which students are sent between high
schools in Vermont, USA and here in Tottori. This past April saw the arrival of
11 students from Vermont. Activities included school visits, environmentally-themed
field trips, and homestays in which they experienced daily life in Japan. This
October, students from Tottori will make a trip to Vermont for a similar experience
in the United States.

\ Coming Soon [
[Targeting Foreign Nationals]

Several seminars at various places in the prefecture with hands-on training
to help international residents develop essential disaster readiness skills.

[For Citizen Participation]

Gatherings of all sorts take place at all regions (East, Central and West), offering fun chances
for local and international residents to mingle and meet people from all over the globe.

A look at our four coordinators

[For Citizen Participation)

Citizens’ groups and prefectural residents from around the world work together
to make these festivals happen throughout the three regions of Tottori.

Note: Exact details of some events may not be completely set. We endeavor
to update event information on our web site and mail magazine as it
becomes available. Many events are in the works at the moment, so please
check back frequently!

\ Use This System! /

Volunteer medical interpreters and community volunteer interpreters are
available for dispatch to medical and health facilities, schools and other
institutions for use by prefectural residents of foreign citizenship. Feel free
to enlist their services at any TPIEF office if you have trouble
communicating in such situations.

TPIEF employs four coordinators for international relations at different days and times.

Feel free to drop in whenever they’re around.

Questions

@ Office

@ Place of Origin
© Language

@ Years in Japan
@ Favourite Foods
O Message

Yu Wei Zhang Pk W Tremain Xenos PR/ RUXsy B

@ Head Office | @ &F © Head Office | @ AT

@ Inner Mongolia, China | @ HE(AXHAEX) @ USA | @ £E

© Chinese O Hx ® English © =iE

0:s i@ 3fF 0 10+ i @10FE

© Takoyaki | @ EEE @ Vegetables, fish [ @ER-E&

@ Never lose sight of | @ TEIL O There are all kinds of | @ —FKFEAMA,

your goals people in the world. BT ZIFFTENAE ]

Sometimes it’s better HIM AL L iR

to ignore stereotypes.

Ni hao! I'm Yu Wei Zhang, | came to Japan from Inner Mongolia three years ago. I'm looking forward to meeting you.

My home town is a small place in northeastern Inner Mongolia called Jia Ran Ton, which is situated on the border of Inner Mongolia and
Heilong Province, so it features a mixture of northeastern Chinese and Mongolia cultures. We speak a northeastern dialect of Chinese, but live
on mutton stew, dried beef, and Mongolian milk tea. It's a true meeting of cultures.

I've always been interested in different cultures, and got used to life in Tottori right away. In addition to my scholastic studies, | joined the
Shan Shan Matsuri, the executive committee for intercultural exchange events, did a homestay, and took part in a Japanese speech contest. |
grew and enriched my life a great deal through all these activities, and would say that this is what study abroad is all about.

Building on my study abroad and life experience in Japan, I’ll do my best as Chinese coordinator here. Feel free to visit me any time you
have questions about China, Chinese language, or difficulties during your time in Japan.

Our new managing director is Katsuhiko Uchida. We are looking forward to working with him.

This month’s theme is trash disposal. We put forth a questionnaire and received responses from
83 individuals representing 15 countries. Many thanks to everyone who participated in the survey!

don’t know
8%
We first asked if rubbish The next question was on rubbish disposal customs. In Japan it’s expected that trash is taken
was separated in No Yes to the designated spot in the morning, but not a few respondents said this was done at night.
respondents’ native areas. < S22 Many also said their countries recycle, with a variety of systems in place throughout the world.
About half said it was, with
. . ) blank 1%
40% saying they did not. don’t k“°W—|
1% e . . .
‘ Difficulties listed in order of frequency
Collection Time | Night USA, Taiwan NO.1 Separation system too complex to understand
Direct exchange for money China, Vietnam T;)% Yes NO.2 Different systems in different areas; little information
55%
Recycling System of points used for tax deduction | Spain Didn’t know there were special collection bags
Runners-up Combustibles collected too infrequently
Special boxes for recyclables outside house | USA, Australia Used to taking out trash at night; can’t remember in morning

We learned from this survey that more than half of Tottori’s international residents find the trash disposal system confusing. Even those who
understand that items should be separated may have a hard time with the actual process. It can be quite difficult to achieve a comfort level
with the rules of particular areas when living abroad. A clearer system, such as color-coded collection boxes, may be preferable. Ideally, we
would like a system in which Japanese and foreign residents can get along amicably with the customs of the region.
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Yu Lan Liang O

@ Head Office | @ &

@ Gansu, China | @ RE(H#R)
© Chinese | @ X

019 C @19

©® Ramen | @ HE

| @ sEBANHEEEAKTUE
| FEREHRERmEAHEN
B, BRERME=Y,

REGANBNEARE B,

e I've been in Japan so long that
returning to China feels like
going to a foreign country.
Tottori is my second hometown.
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® Anything spicy | @ RERRHAYHER

O | ove to talk! | @ RE—NEBRIENA,
Come and have achat |  ERFREHIBLBHED
with me! RIE~
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