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TPIEF Bulletin

Information in English

TPIEF Office Introductions (Three-Part Series)

Part 3: Kurayoshi Office. This office
opened in 2001 in the Prefectural General
Offices, and moved to the annex (passport
centre) in 2004. A social space was put
into use for Japanese language study and
socialising with people from overseas. The
Wednesday Japanese class, taught in
Chinese by one of our coordinators, is
particularly popular with foreign residents.

BZEENBNRICEESH CHESH
R FERFE AL TFEMBERBLEEESHA -
FER 6F BB ERRIEARAIE (FRPLF)
HE AR E BT RiEZ MR EA D
A $5RRARH=IRE HIEZ PR XE R
RIHAR FEBRAERSHEARETL -

A Look for the sign that points to

AU R EIP R AL BERARS

Feature

Discovering Places to See in
Tottori with Foreign Residents!

Now that Tokyo has been chosen as the site for
the 2020 Olympics, lots of sightseers are bound
to arrive all over the country. Tottori has plenty of
places to see as well, but what places might
overseas visitors enjoy? This gives us a chance
to revisit the charm of Tottori Prefecture.

[ Questionnaire Responses (edited) ]

from 16 different countries.

might say.

the Central Tottori passport centre.

Studying Japanese
BI85 gk

A Just inside the door and to the right A Our social space might be filled

is our Kurayoshi office and library drop box.  with people!
AHXELEAFHHRECEESM. AR GRS AT

MMOMETEHHE-

O What places in Tottori do foreign residents like?
A questionnaire was circulated to prefectural residents from overseas, and we collected responses from 45 people

Coming in first place was, of course, the Tottori Sand Dune, followed by Mt Daisen. It brings joy to Tottori locals to
have such tourist spots recognized not only by Japanese from other prefectures but by non-Japanese as well. When
asked for the reasons why they liked these places, the answers were a little different from what Japanese tourists

Japan is surrounded by the sea, and particularly in Tottori we’re blessed with a good coastline and mountains. Living
as we do in this environment we might take our scenery for granted, but for visitors from overseas, the Sea of

Japan’s waves and beaches, and Mt Daisen’s visage and the fragrance of trees, might seem distinctive and noteworthy.
We collected input from residents from such varied places as the US, China, Taiwan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico,
Canada, Egypt, and Australia. Their ideas let us see Tottori’s appeal from a totally fresh perspective.

[ Others ]

«Tottori University of Environmental Studies
(many English books)

Place Reason
Tottori Sand Dune No such place in home country. Special feature of Tottori. Scenery changes.
Mt Daisen Clean air. Pretty like Mt Fuji. Can enjoy autumn leaves.

The sea

(beaches, etc.) The lights from nearby ryokan are beautiful.

| like the sound of waves. Swimming in summer and walking in winter.

+Yasunaga Shrine (get lots of energy from there)
*Windmills in Hokuei (nice scenery around there)

Koyama Lake,

Aoshima, Lake Togo The sunset is nice and makes me feel calm.

+Kurayoshi City hall (excellent architectureby an
excellent architect)

+Kamogawa (quiet and lovely)

From Overseas

TPIEF Staff Tell Us Their Favourite Places

“The Seashore” Yulan Liang (China)

| was born and raised in mainland China, so | had never seen the sea before | came to
Japan. After coming here | was completely fascinated by the vastness of the ocean. Even
after coming to Tottori | still like to take walks at the seaside. What | especially like to do is to
sit in the warm sand on summer nights and just gaze up at the stars. When | do that | can
just forget about everything.

“Library & Bookstores® Byambajargal Molomjamts (Mongolia)

| often go to the library and to bookstores. Being able to pick up all sorts of information lets
me enjoy life in Tottori even more than | would otherwise. | haven’t yet seen any books in
Mongolian language in the library or bookstores in my area, but | can still check out or buy
plenty about Mongolia and its old stories to read to my daughters. | want them to know
about my country, so living away as | do, | couldn’t live without bookstores and libraries.

Living in Tottori Theme: Primary School Lunches

O We Asked Foreign Residents Their Memories of Lunch at Primary School

Morocco
TLxpn

The midday meal is the best Talwan D
one of the day. Kids go home
for lunch and the whole family
eats together. Friday lunches
are the most important. The
custom in Morocco is that
after prayers, out comes a
giant plate of couscous and
we all sit in a circle to enjoy it.

A Taiwanese

A Couscous school lunch

Brazil /<7v:. Schools in Brazil have class for only half a day, either
in the morning or in the afternoon, so the usual
custom is to eat lunch at home. The menu is actually
set according to the day of the week. Sunday is the
most important day. The whole family make feijoada

together and eat and talk together.

4 Feijoada (beans and steamed pork or beef)

O School Lunch in Tottori Prefecture

At the school | went to we had a ‘special
menu’ on Wednesdays. Normally ours
were nutritionally balanced meals, but on
Wednesdays only we had a la carte
options like ramen, chips, fried chicken,
stuff all the kids just loved. | still have
good memories of how we used to
compete for seconds if there were any
dishes left over.

Sweden s5vy2«s,

A Swedish school lunch

“Lakeside Daiei“ cChiehmei Lofang (Taiwan)

Tottori Prefecture has a good deal of nature and is a comfortable place to live. The place | like
best is a leisure facility in Hokuei called Lakeside Daiei, which people of all ages can enjoy. |
often bring my children there. It has a rich natural surroundings and they have a great view of
the Sea of Japan while they play on the long roller slide or go grass skiing. You can enjoy
yourself all day long, for free!

“Yume komichi“

- Japanese Homestyle Restaurant (Shikano) Yu Wei Zhang (China)
This shop is in a remodeled traditional-style house. Here we can taste
the seasonal dishes Japanese mothers make at home during different
times of the year with local ingredients from Shikano. The first time | saw
“Sugegasa gozen” (see picture) made an especially big impression on
me. It's a whole bunch of dainty dishes and is just awesome!

It seems there’s a lot we don’t know about school lunches in other
countries. Tottori residents from overseas tell us all about them.

Korea »> .

When | was in first through third grade, class let out
in the morning and | went home to eat lunch. From
fourth grade on | started bringing a boxed lunch. In
winter, we had stainless steel lunch boxes that our
homeroom teacher would collect and put them on
top of the big heater in the middle of the classroom
if we wanted them heated up—they were put there
in the morning and heated up until lunch time.

Stekt flask med bruna bénor (pork with stewed brown
beans). One of Sweden’s traditional recipes eaten at school
lunches since long ago. The reason | remember this is...the
‘brown beans’. They’re flavoured with syrup and vinegar,
which gives them a sweet-and-sour taste. They look
brownish and pulpy. We don’t usually eat beans in Sweden,
and | can’t say this sauce is particularly good. Actually, for
me, the taste was kind of a nightmare.

We chose this topic thinking that one might know a bit about a country by looking at its school lunch. After asking the question, we were surprised at the unique
and remarkable things we found out—this is a part of culture that can’t be learnt from either restaurants or home-cooked meals.

This time, we turn to Tottori for a look at school lunches here.

When we asked Tottori residents from different countries who have primary-school-aged children about school lunches in the prefecture, these are some of the answers we got.

@ | think the school lunch system is great. In my country we have morning and afternoon classes, and children go home to eat. If the parents are working,
neither they nor the teachers can check what the children are eating. There are also some children who won’t go to school. If they were able to eat at school,
that might provide a reason to go, and they could make friends their and learn the importance of studying, which would open up doors for the future.

@ School lunch is made with nutritional balance in mind. For children who don’t get enough of things like vegetables and fish at home, this gives a sense of relief.

School lunch meets children’s nutritional requirements, but it also transmits a bit of the culture of the region where it’s eaten.



TPIEF{EE
< MEIEEFRTA (3 kER) >

A A Chinese coordinator is available
every Wednesday from 1:15 to 5:15pm.
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A Wide open at one side of the office is the library corner.
This area has materials on world cultures and cuisine,
Japanese language study, and magazines in English and
Chinese. Recently we’ve also begun to carry children’s
picture books in different languages and English study
materials. We can even order books for you by request!
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