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Information in English

TPIEF Bulletin

Introducing TPIEF’s Office (3-part series)

Part2:TPIEF Yonago Office. This hub for the
prefecture’s western portion opened in 1998 on the
first floor of the Yonago Convention Center, near the
train station. In 2009 a social area was created in the
office for Japanese language classes on the
weekends, making it a popular place for local
residents from abroad.

BEZRBMNABABIRFESFH K FESRIZFFRKIO
F AT ASRAEBR X ZHREAKFEBIEANRFRRR
DR MER21EF I, BEHMAFRT ZRZE, S2E
RERKFZIENRRNRZXEE S BIE.

AEnter this building through the front and continue left to find our Yonago office.
AN EFIREI TR E ERTRFESHAUAAT .

A Bastion of Activity for Registered Volunteers

Our space is home to individual Japanese language lessons, English interpreting courses, Chinese
language workshops, and independent study by Japanese language volunteers, with occasional social
lounges for local Chinese-speaking residents.

=S LI E RS
FALXREE, RIOFRTOHAEES, SEWEFFE R, FXPT 2, URAES TNRARNEE
$32% BIMATEMNENRATEEPRINNENTER,

Feature

Learning Japanese
as a Foreign Language
- Testimonials -

TPIEF offers a system for connecting Japanese language learners
with appropriate volunteer partners. We spoke to one pair of these
about their experience.

More than 2,000,000 holders of foreign citizenship live in Japan, and the number learning Japanese as a foreign
language is increasing accordingly. Approximately 3,800 of these reside here in Tottori, making use of many
opportunities to study Japanese.

Rasa Putnaite and Maki Hamada are in their fourth year of educational
cooperation. Mrs. Putnaite had already been living in Tottori for two years before
she began this course of study. Being unable to read even hiragana, she found
entering her children into a Japanese school to be a challenge.

| decided to begin studying Japanese in order to communicate with This was my first experience teaching Japanese, and | was

Japanese Japanese people. When | first started studying | could read neither Japanese somewhat uneasy when | started. | sometimes thought if only |
hiragana nor katakana, and could not make sense of the letters my knew more English our communication would be smoother. |
Learner child brought home from school. My first period of study with Mrs. Volunteer worried about whether my student was making sense of what |
Rasa Putnaite Hamada was memorizing the hiragana. Now that I’'m able to Partner was trying to say, and whether | was really meeting her needs.
(Lithuania) understand a portion of the Japanese | find in my daily life, | smile to Maki Hamada Now that we’ve kept with it | know that it’s working better than |

myself, remembering Mrs. Hamada’s face.

My life has changed. | never used to watch Japanese television
because | couldn’t understand a word that was being said, but now |
watch a bit, and I’m able to chat with my child’s teachers without help.
| was able to get a driver’s license without any problem this year, and
I'm quite enjoying driving.

The best part of this course of study, for me, was being able to meet
Mrs. Hamada.

thought. We both have a young child, and having this in common
| can see that childrearing is a pretty similar experience in
different countries, so I’'m able to have a deeper relationship,
especially with other mothers.

Our Japanese study is once a week for two hours, unless one of

» us can’t make it for some reason. Her enjoyment of learning

makes me happy. I'm glad to feel useful, and I’'m grateful to have
met her.

Living in Tottori

Useful Information on Tottori Life from a Foreign Resident’s Perspective

Theme: Getting a Driver’s License as a Foreign Resident  There are two common ways for a foreign resident to get a driving license in Japan. One is to go

to driving school as many Japanese do, and the other is to have a foreign license transferred.

. N\

(e 4 . . )
Driving School == Transfer of Foreign License [ .-]

There are nine schools in Tottori for learning to drive.
Generally, fees are paid in full in advance and lessons are
taken for one or two months; specifics may vary
according to the individual school. Driving school teaches
Japan’s traffic rules and regulations, including specific
meanings of road signs and the like. In Japan we drive on
the left, which may be confusing for residents from some
countries. Many find practise on a driving school course
very useful in overcoming such difficulties before setting
out on public roads.

Licenses from overseas may be transferred to Japanese licenses if they meet the criteria. Residents
who believe they may have this option should inquire at the nearest license centre first. The
procedure usually involves submitting certain paperwork and taking an interview before documents
are inspected officially. In some cases the documents are simply transferred without further issue,
but most of the time it is necessary to take a written test to confirm relevant knowledge, and a
Japanese license is issued on passing the test. This process is much less expensive than going
through all the steps, and generally takes much less time, although it is possible to fail the written
test several times before passing.

O For more information see the Tottori Prefectural Police Department’s home page at

http://www.pref.tottori.lg.jp/34708.htm

VRN y
Getting a Driver’s License in Japan vs. China Yu Wei Zhang (TPIEF Goordinator)

| completed my driving instruction and got my license this past September. | actually already had a license in China, so now I've experienced

learning to drive in both countries. Now when | look back on it | realize how different it actually was.

In Japan, in addition to practical learning there’s wireless remote driving practice, danger prediction discussion, and first-aid courses, none of .
which are done in China, and | thought those were good to have. There’s also the requirement here for sitting classes, which is also different. 1
We usually just receive a list of test problems and study them ourselves before taking the test.

Instruction here was especially strict on things like pedestrian right-of-way and checking the perimeter for safety. That was the biggest
learning experience for me. Two years ago, when | was in driving school in China, practice backing into parking spaces was very important.
We had 14 sensors set up in a narrow parking space to make sure the car fit perfectly into the space. At the school | went to that was the only
thing that was checked by sensor, but apparently these days they’re using sensors for everything, as well as cameras, GPS, and wireless remotes.
The biggest surprise for me was that, unlike in China where licenses are issued through the traffic police, the course and all checks are done
here by civilians at private driving schools.

A Reverse practise in China



01 3 hig 3 18

TPIEFER
WMEEENNA! (3 k&S

We’re looking forward
to seeing you !

T4 B A R B S A S I !

AFeel free to use our international bulletin board AOur Chinese-language coordinator from Taiwan
AERRRENEEE, 52T, is available on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

AZNEMZ WARA AER P E R RS-
Library Corner for International Materials

We stock numerous foreign magazines, picture and comic books, novels, and cookbooks as well as materials
for Japanese language study, making up for the limited availability of such in local bookstores and libraries.
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