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Information in English

Main Projects for 2013

=2 Disaster Prevention Seminar for Foreign Residents @

As described in our email magazine, TPIEF is offering a free disaster prevention handbook in simplified Japanese to help everyone develop an emergency-ready
mindset and help people to be better prepared in the event of a disaster. This year we will hold a disaster prevention seminar where people can develop their
knowledge regarding disasters and know what to do to protect themselves and their families. Training will be offered in the form of fire drills and earthquake simulation
in the fire engine while developing participants’ awareness. We will announce the schedule on our web site and in the email magazine as soon as it is decided.

22 Japanese Classes

We offer free Japanese language classes for anyone who wants to learn
the essentials of communication for daily life. Anyone who has taken any
classes before is welcome to return at any time. Class schedules vary
according to location; individuals who cannot attend these sessions may
opt for private instruction through one of our volunteer teachers.

== Ventures Promoting Intercultural Exchange

Intercultural exchange festivals and other ventures are being planned in
cooperation with exchange organisations and local and international
residents to foster social interaction between locals and people from
abroad.

52 Dispatch of Volunteer Interpreters \ Free to Use /

Have you experienced communication difficulties during medical exams
or consultations? Our volunteer medical interpreters are here to help,
along with community volunteer interpreters offering their services for
government or academic procedures. TPIEF covers all reimbursement
and travel expenses for our interpreters.

=2 Coordinators for International Relations
TPIEF employs coordinators from the US (Head Office only), China and
Taiwan. Feel free to talk with them and see them for consultations.

18 Visa Consultation (Head Office only, 2nd Sunday of each month)

Consultations are free of charge. Please make an appointment in advance.

TPEIF is engaged in many additional projects; feel free to inquire at your local office if you are interested
in learning more. Contact information and more is available on our web site at http://www.torisakyu.or.jp.
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Explore Our
Library Corner

Space for study and perusing  Bulletin board and new arrivals  Magazine corner

=ALMIIZWE

We stock a variety of Japanese language study materials, publications on matters of cultural interest, picture books in foreign languages, and
more. Most books can be checked out for a period of two weeks, with Japanese language study materials available for one month at a time,
up to five books per person at one time. English language periodicals such as Time, Days Japan, Fine Cooking, and KATEIGAHO International

of materials (Yonago office)  corner (Kurayoshi office) (head office)
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Edition are also available; the latest editions of magazines must remain in the library, but all back issues may be checked out.

[Tottori in a New Light]

An E n g I is h Fi refi g hte r Graham Cope, Yonago Resident of British Origin

Mr Cope came to Japan over ten years ago,
and resides with his Japanese wife and child
in Yonago, where he teaches English. With a
desire to protect the safety of the area, he

joined the Volunteer Fire Corps (Hikona
branch) in June of 2011. He spoke to us
about merging with the local community
during his activities as a firefighter.

What made you join the fire department?

When | saw the news of the Tohoku Earthquake on television, | remember one
image of two men who went to rescue people stranded on their rooftops after
the tsunami without a thought to their own safety. | found out later that one of
the men belonged to the fire brigade. | was inspired by the disaster to start
thinking seriously about what | could do to help. It had been ten years since |
came to Yonago. | started thinking all the time about all the people who had
helped me along the way and felt a wave of gratitude. Around that time, a
want ad for volunteer firefighters came around on the neighborhood circular,
and | thought, that’ s it, that’ s what | want to do.

The Japanese Treasure Their Community

We have something like a fire brigade in Manchester, my home town, but
there’ s a much greater awareness of disaster preparation in Japan.
There’ s also a deep sense of cooperation among neighbours, and
mentality of willingness to help, among the Japanese people. Lately I’ m
being invited to all kinds of local activities and events at community
centres, and I’ m feeling more and more like | really am a part of the
community.

Becoming a Reliable Firefighter for the Region

At the regular training | was confused at first by a lot of the technical words
and actions, but the other firefighters took the time to explain things
simply, even looking things up in a dictionary when the need arose. I’ |l
also have training in pump operation this year and get the essential skills |
need and foster more teamwork. I’ m training with the corps once a week
to get ready. I’ m hoping to improve on last year’ s performance and be
ready to put my skills to the test when the time comes.
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